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Strong industrial data supported US stocks on Friday though
Wall Street ended lower for the week. Industrial production in
February climbed over 1%, its largest increase in four months.
On the S&P, the energy sector led the gains after oil prices rose
by 1.7%. The real estate and utilities sectors were also higher
ahead of this week’s Fed meeting where a rate hike is expected.
In individual stock news, Walmart climbed following the
University of Michigan’s reading of the consumer sentiment
index which rose more than expected. Adobe rose after topping
profit estimates for a seventh consecutive quarter.

The S&P rose 0.17%, the Dow gained 0.29%, and the Nasdaq
ended unchanged. For the week, the major indexes were
1.04%, 1.57%, and 1.27% lower.

European shares advanced on Friday but ended the week
slightly lower. Electronic trading business NEX Group finished
top of the STOXX, up 30%, after confirming it had held
preliminary talks about being purchased by US derivatives
exchange CME Group. Elsewhere on the market, telecoms
group Altice and oil storage and distribution company Rubis
were both higher following its trading updates.

The STOXX 600 rose 0.22%, the Dax added 0.36%, and the
FTSE 100 gained 0.34%. For the week, the STOXX and FTSE
were 0.14% and 0.84% lower, while the Dax gained 0.35%.

DOW JONES ONE-YEAR CHART

STOXX 600 ONE-YEAR CHART

AUSTRALIAN
MARKET

Australian stocks rose 0.5% on Friday but lost 0.2% over the
week. Before Friday’s market open, Wesfarmers announced it
would be spinning-off Coles pushing the conglomerate 6.3%
higher. On the other side of the story, Metcash fell 5.4% after its
executive was tipped to head Coles. Also on the rise was
Premier Investments which posted a jump in profits and
announced a bigger dividend; its subsidiaries Smiggle and Peter
Alexander helped offset a weaker performance in Just Jeans.
Miners were some of the other gainers with S32 rising almost
6% as it received an upgrade at Credit Suisse. On the downside
were the banks as the royal commission into the financial sector
entered its fourth day.
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TOP ASX 200 MOVERS (PREVIOUS TRADING DAY)

Top 5 S&P/ASX200 Gains and Declines

6.31% 6.12%
° 5.62%

4.67%

SYR MTS PLS MYX ORE QBE

1 |
-2.27% -2.20%
| -2.61%

5.36% -4.12%
-J. ()

MARKET DATA

Indices FX Close Change Commodities Price ($US) Change AU Bonds
ASX 200 5949 0.48% [$A/BUS 0.7716 -1.08% |Gold $1,313.00 -0.22% |1 Year 1.85
SPI Futures 5974 0.45% [$A/$NZ  1.069 -0.28% |Silver $16.30 -0.43% | 2 Year 1.96
Dow 24947 0.29% |$A/E 0.6279 -0.92% |Platinum $943.00 -1.18% | 3 Year 2.07
FTSE 100 7164 0.34% [$A/IE 0.5536 -1.08% |Brent Crude $66.21 1.67% | 4 Year 2.18
Nikkei 225 21677 -0.58% |$AM 81.74 -1.43% |Natural Gas $2.69 0.26% | 5 Year 2.29
Hang Seng 31502 -0.12% |[€/$US 1.228 -0.17% |Copper $3.10 0.10% |10 Year 2.69
VIX 16 -4.76% |$US/E 0.7171  -0.03% |lron Ore $72.66 0.00% |15 Year 2.89
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TODAY’S CORPORATE ACTIONS

ACK QUOTED: Ex Dividend

AlA QUOTED: Ex Dividend

AQJDA CHANGE OF DESC: AUSASIAMIN FPO NEW: AUSASIAMIN DEF SET
AQJDA QUOTED: Reconstructed

AQZ QUOTED: Ex Dividend

CNU QUOTED: Ex Dividend

COH QUOTED: Ex Dividend

IANG CHANGE OF IR: [IANG] IAN FIN NZ COYR3QU 5.77%NEW: 5.955%
NAC QUOTED: Ex Dividend

ONT QUOTED: Ex Dividend

PEPHA NEW LISTING: [PEPHA] S 49

PEPHB NEW LISTING:. [PEPHB] L 49

PEPHC NEW LISTING: [PEPHC] 3 CL A2 49

PEPHD NEW LISTING: [PEPHD] 3 CL B 49

PLHOA NEW LISTING: [PLHOA] PLYM MINER OPT SEP18

REH QUOTED: Ex Dividend

VLS QUOTED: Ex Dividend

Important Disclaimer: This may affect your legal rights: This document has been prepared without consideration of any specific client’s financial situation,
particular needs and investment objectives. While this document is based on the information from sources which are considered reliable, no responsibility is
accepted by Third Party Platform Pty Ltd ABN 74 121 227 905 AFSL 314 341 trading as Desktop Broker, its directors, employees and consultants for its accuracy
and completeness which are not guaranteed and no warranty of accuracy, completeness or reliability is given or implied and no responsibility for any loss or
damage arising in any way for any representation, act or omission is accepted. Nor does Desktop Broker accept any responsibility to inform you of any matter
that subsequently comes to its notice, which may affect any of the information contained in this document. This document is a private communication to advisors
and is not intended for public circulation or for the use of any third party. This is general investment advice only and does not constitute advice to any person.

Disclosure of Interest: Desktop Broker receives commission from dealing in securities and its associates may hold shares in the companies contained in this report.
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